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Herriott Surname Project
The Herriott Surname Project was started by the Herriott Heritage
Association in 2006 with the purpose of trying to identify the Scottish
roots of the New Jersey Herriotts.
Family lore has long indicated that we descended from a half‐brother of
George Heriot, jeweler to King James VI of Scotland who later became
King James I of England.
The hope was that we would be able to compare our DNA to that of
other Herriott groups and determine from what group our particular line
was attached.

Herriott Surname Project
In 2006 when the Herriott Heritage Association started its Surname DNA
Project, using DNA for genealogical purposes was a relatively new concept.
It still is a relatively new concept, but has been refined considerably since
those early days. Many of the concepts such as mutation rates are still heavily
debated.
Though we have not achieved our goal of finding the group of Herriotts from
whom we descend, we have been able to connect several lines and determine
that several lines that we thought might be connected to our lines weren’t
connected at all. This is all good.
The following provides an overview of DNA for genealogy and what has
occurred in the Herriott Surname Project from 2006 to 2014.

What DNA in humans is inherited
in a simple and direct line of
descent?
Mitochondrial genome -- Pure maternal line
Small (~16k bases) but high mutation rate
per generation and high copy number
Y chromosome -- Pure paternal line
Large but slowly mutating
Each is present effectively as a single copy
in the two parents.

Mitochondria vs. Y Chromosome

Paternal vs. Maternal Line of
Inheritance

Transmission paths of inheritance:

•

Y chromosome is strictly paternal while mitochondria is
strictly maternal

•

Do not typically partner to exchange by recombination

Mitochondrial (maternal)
inheritance!

Mother’s children all inherit the trait.
Father’s children never inherit the trait!

The Y chromosome serves as a
paternal marker through history

DNA mutations on the Y can serve as
markers for the male lineage

Herriott Surname Project
Subgroup

#
Tested

Description

New Jersey Herriotts

Descend from David Herriott who came to New
Jersey from Scotland in 1685.

8

South Carolina Heriots

Descend from the Heriots of Dirleton, Scotland.
Emigrated to South Carolina beginning in 1769.

6

New York Harriotts

Descend from Harriotts located in New York City
from at least 1840.

2

West Lothian Herriotts

Descend from the Herriotts/Heriots of Kirkliston
in West Lothian, Scotland. Includes Belfast.

4

East Lothian Herriots

Descend from the Herriots of East Lothian,
Scotland. Emigrated to Canada and the US.

2

Berwickshire Herriotts

Descend from the Herriotts of Berwickshire,
Scotland.

3

Berwick‐Upon‐Tweed

Descend from the Herriotts of Northumberland,
England. Also, a line in Wisconsin, USA.

2

Unconnected

Not connected to any known Herriott line.

1

Subgroups as of 2014

New Jersey Herriotts
The HHA initially tested descendants from several of their known lines, all
of whom had a document trail showing that they descended from a
grandson of our immigrant ancestor David Herriott who came over from
Scotland to New Jersey in 1685.

The good news was that we were able to
confirm that all of these lines were
related, sharing a common ancestor.
The George line caused us some concern
as 4 mutations in 37 markers was a bit
much, though not outside of the realm
of possibilities.

There was only a 14% chance that George shared a
common ancestor 8 generations from the donor; yet we
knew from the documentation trail that this was the case.

One needs to understand that these probabilities are based on comparing
two independent samples. The probabilities increase if the donors have
similar last names (they do) and their ancestors were known to have
resided in the same geographical area (they did).

The DNA study allowed us to identify the DNA profile for our immigrant
ancestor David Herriott. This was done by looking at a composite of all his
descendants and eliminating the mutations.

The second phase of the DNA Surname project consisted of getting DNA
samples from descendants of Herriott/Harriott lines of people whom we
thought might be related to the New Jersey Herriotts.
In February 2007 we received DNA from a descendant of William Herriott,
who we knew to be a son of Jesse Herriott of Western New York. He was
listed in the Kith and Kin section of the 1985 HHA Blue Book.
The DNA results came back and were a match for the New Jersey Herriotts.
The donor was related, we just didn’t know how.
It wasn’t till around 2010 when
we determined that Jesse
Herriott was a descendant of our
immigrant ancestor’s son John.
The DNA was an important
element of the analysis as this
family used the spellings Harriot,
Herriot, Herriott, Herod, and
Haret.

Another person we tested in early 2007 was a descendant of Israel Harriott,
a Revolutionary War veteran from Westchester County, New York. We had
long thought he was connected to the New Herriotts, but had no proof.
The DNA test results came back and this line indeed was related to the
New Jersey Herriotts. More specifically the individual appeared to be
connected to the George line which contained several mutations.
However, we did not know how.
In 2014 we obtained documentary evidence that Israel Harriott was the son
of George Harriot by an earlier marriage. The DNA evidence supported this
identification.
In July 2007 we obtained DNA from a descendant
of Van Rensallaer Harriott of Viola County, Illinois.
We have long suspected that Van R. Harriott was
connected to the New Jersey Herriotts, but had
no proof.
The DNA test results confirmed the connection.
However, we still have not identified where in the
tree Van Rensallaer Harriott belongs.

South Carolina Heriots
Since our family lore indicated that we descended from George Heriot of
the Heriot’s of Trabroun and the South Carolina Heriots also descended
from the Heriots of Trabroun we thought that they would make a good
second set during initial testing.

The DNA testing confirmed that
two of the South Carolina lines –
Robert and William – were related,
but the likelihood of them being
related to the New Jersey Herriotts
was not good.

That said, the probability of having a common ancestor in
24 generations (600‐720 years) is not zero… and this time
period puts us back to around 1300‐1400 which is exactly
when we think there might be a common ancestor. Also,
these probabilities increase when you consider a common
surname (there is) and a common location (there is).
Some studies have also shown that mutation rates occur
faster than previously thought with some suggesting
increases of twice or more. This would considerably
impact these numbers.

In 2013 we received a DNA submission from a Heriot in New Zealand
who descended from Heriots in Dirleton, East Lothian, Scotland. This
is the same location that the South Carolina Heriots originated.
His test results were an exact match for the South Carolina Heriots
which indicates that he is somehow connected to their line. This is
interesting as the South Carolina Heriots believed that their all other
lines except those that had come to the United States had
daughtered‐out.
We now know that there are other Heriot lines in Scotland and New
Zealand with this DNA.

South Carolina Herriotts
At the HHA Reunion in 2012 we were asked by a black Herriott if we could
help with his ancestry. He supposedly descended from a white gentleman
named Henry Herriott and his American Indian wife. Henry was living in
Sumter, South Carolina in 1870. He submitted his DNA for comparison to
our database.
We were surprised when his DNA came back as a perfect 37 marker match
with our South Carolina Heriots. A check of the census records indicated that
Henry was listed as a Mulatto and was living near the Heriot plantation
owner.
Subsequent analysis indicates that Henry was the son of the plantation
owner by one of his slaves.
The family was ecstatic that their history was not dead ended in the slave
error… but could now be traced to Scotland.

New York Harriotts
In 2008 we received a DNA sample from a descendant of George C. Harriott
who was living in Mason County, Iowa in the late 1800s. This was not far from a
group of New Jersey Harriott descendants who were located in Iowa so we
wanted to see if there was a connection.
New York Harriotts
Ancestors
#
Markers

NY‐A

NY‐B

NJ
Herriott

12

0

1

6

25

0

4

11

37

0

5

17

67

Not Tested

Not Tested

Number of Mutations

The DNA results showed that
he was not connected to the
New Jersey Herriotts, but
rather descended from a
George Harriott who lived in
New York City in the early
1800s.
His ancestor had relocated
from New York to Iowa… and
then a contingent moved to
Oklahoma. Today segments of
the family are located across
the U.S.

In 2013 we had the opportunity to test a gentleman with the last name of
Harriett. He descended from a Christopher Harriott who was born in New
York around 1825 and was living in Passaic County, New Jersey in 1850. His
location and family names had always had us thinking that he was
somehow connected to our New Jersey Herriotts.
After many years the DNA results indicated, much to our surprise, that he
was in no way connected to the New Jersey Herriotts. His DNA was,
however, a fairly close match to an earlier DNA submission from a
gentleman in Iowa. Both of the ancestors had roots back in New York in the
early 1800s.
Thus, he is associated with the New York Harriotts.

Belfast Herriotts
The third set of testing done during the initial phase was the Belfast Herriotts. We
tested two of their descendants – Bel‐A and Bel‐B. The results showed they were
related but were not connected to either the New Jersey Herriotts or the South
Carolina Heriots.

There were too many
mutations for the Belfast
Herriotts to be in any way
connected to the New Jersey
Herriotts.

In November 2006 we received a request from an individual who descended
from William Herriott (Born 1834) and Elizabeth McGuffie. William was located
in Pittston, Pennsylvania in 1860 and 1870. He was originally from Scotland.
The individual had a 2 marker mismatch with the Belfast Herriotts. This was
interesting in that we did not have any connection between this Scottish
Herriott and the Herriotts from Belfast in Ireland who supposedly originated
in Scotland.
Subsequently we discovered a Jane Heriot who was also located in Pittston in
1860 and determined that she must be related by marriage to William as she
was a widow with children. By locating the death of a child in California we
were able to determine that his parents were John Herriott and Jane Robertson
of Pittston. We then identified the parents as the John Herriott and Jane
Robertson who married in 1848 in Dalkeith, Midlothian, Scotland.
Scottish records indicate that John Herriott was the son of David Herriott and
Anne Basilla and he did indeed have a brother William who was the right age.

West Lothian Heriots
Now we also have the DNA which shows that the Belfast Herriotts most likely
descend from this same group, but a different line as noted by the lack of
mutations.

David Herriot was determined to be the son of John Heriot (Born about
1760) and Barbara Law via death records. After Barbara’s death he married
Marion Law.
In August of 2008 we received a DNA sample from a gentleman with the last
name of Harriett who could trace his ancestry back to James Heriot and
Alison Gray of Roxburghshire, Scotland. In 1870 they were living in Venango
County, Pennsylvania.
Turning to Scottish records we determined that James Heriot’s parents were
James Heriot and Agnes Johnston of Cranston, Scotland. The latter’s parents
were Thomas Heriot and Beatrix (Betty) Henderson.
So… DNA indicates that John Heriot and Thomas Heriot are somehow
closely related… and we find that they are actually brothers. They are living
with their parents Thomas Heriot (Born 1734) and Helen Kidd in Lauder. We
can trace their lineage back to George Heriot (born mid‐1600s) and Agnes
Morehead who live in Kirkliston, West Lothian.

Bel‐C and Bel‐D showed a close relationship to each other, as well as a
relationship to the Belfast Herriotts.

This chart includes
the Belfast
Herriotts from
before.

East Lothian Herriots
In 2008 we had the opportunity to test a gentleman whose Herriot ancestors
came from Scotland to Canada where they remained for several generations
before several came to the United States.
Later in 2011 we tested a
gentleman from Australia whose
ancestors came to Australia from
Scotland.

East Lothian Heriot Families
Ancestors
#
Markers

EL‐A

EL‐B

NJ
Herriott

12

0

1

5

25

0

1

14

37

0

2

20

67

Not Tested

Not Tested

Number of Mutations

The DNA from these two
families indicate they were
closely related to each other, but
not to the New Jersey Herriotts.

The gentleman from Australia could track his ancestry back to David Herriot
(born abt 1775) and Christina Finlayson of East Lothian.
The Herriots of Canada could trace their ancestry back to David Herriot (born
abt 1800) and Helen Donaldon of East Lothian. David’s parents appear to be
John Herriot and Ann Porteous.

David and John Herriot are brothers as one might expect from the DNA
match. Their parents are William Heriot and Christian Finnie.

Berwickshire Herriotts
The HHA held their first ever International Reunion in Edinburgh, Scotland in
July 2009. The affair was attended by several local Herriotts and we ere able
to obtain DNA samples from them.
Berwickshire Herriott Families
Ancestors
#
Markers

Ber‐A

Ber‐B

NJ
Herriott

12

0

0

12

25

0

0

28

37

0

1

45

67

Not Tested

Not Tested

Number of Mutations

Although the Ber‐A’s ancestors
were from Berwickshire in
Scotland and Ber‐B’s ancestors
were from London, England we
were able to ascertain that the
latter’s ancestors originated in
Berwickshire. There is a
connection between these two
groups, but they are totally
unrelated to our New Jersey
Herriotts.

Berwick‐Upon‐Tweed Herriotts
There was a Herriott Family from Berwick‐Upon‐Tweed in England who
attended the Edinburgh Reunion and provided his DNA. Berwick‐Upon‐
Tweed is on Scotland’s southern border and at times belonged to Scotland.
Berwick‐Upon‐Tweed
Herriott Families
Ancestors
#
Markers

BUT‐A

NJ
Herriott

12

0

4

25

0

10

37

0

15

67

Not Tested

Number of
Mutations

The results indicate that there is
practically no chance that this
group of Herriotts is related to
the New Jersey Herriotts.

Herritt Family
In August 2008 we requested a test from a gentleman with the last name
of Herritt whose ancestors lived relatively close to the Herriotts of
Northampton County in Pennsylvania following the Revolutionary War.
We had just proved that the latter were connected to the New Jersey
Herriotts and though that perhaps the Herritts were as well.
The DNA test results showed that there were 7 markers different on a 12
marker test and 14 markers on a 25 marker test . This is indicative that
there is absolutely no relationships between these families.
This is carried as unconnected on our charts.
In some ways this is still a success for the project as without the DNA
results we could have spent countless hours trying to find a relationship.
This saved us considerable work.

